Step by Step guide to getting your Russian visa from USA
If you are a citizen of the United States and want to visit Russia, Russian Federation demands a visa to enter the country.  The visa is issued by the Russian consulate and RussianUSAvisa.net visa services will help you to apply and obtain a visa with ease. Our step-by-step guide for getting a Russian visa is meant for independent travelers like you, who can enjoy a flexible itinerary in Russia. You don’t have to commit yourself to staying in any specific hotel, to get your visa through an agent.  
Step 1: Visa Support Letter
The first thing that you need is an invitation from a resident of Russia. You have to decide what type of visa you are applying for, to obtain an invitation letter. You can download a format of an invitation letter from RussianUSAvisa.net.  
If you are applying for a tourist visa, you need a fax or e-mail scanned copy of the reservation confirmation and a tourist voucher of the hotel that you will be staying at.  Since a business visa is for a longer period of time, a fax or telex of the official invitation from the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs is required.  An itinerary of your program and a cover letter should also be submitted. 
You can also get private and student invitations from your friends living in Russia or from educational institutions.  If you are traveling to Russia as a student, you can get an unlimited visa, but the paperwork takes about a month, and all the documents have to be submitted in their original forms to the consulate. 

Step 2:  Visa Documents

Once you have your invitation letter, the following documents are pretty easy to obtain and are required, for the application process:
· A valid passport and it should not expire for at least 3 months after your Russian visa expires.  It should have at least one empty page for the Russian visa.
· A recent and clear passport-size photograph

· The application form for the Russian visa, that will be submitted to the Russian consulate.  You can download this from our website and please contact us if you have any questions filling the form.
· If you apply for a multi-entry visa, or if you are planning to stay in Russia for more than 3 months, you need an HIV certificate.  
· For a business visa, an employment verification letter is required. 
Step 3:  Submit your application form

Submit all your documents along with the visa support letter either to the Russian consulate personally, or you can submit them through RussianUSAvisa.net.  We can help you save time and effort. We are highly familiar with the consulate’s requirements and always remain up-to-date with the latest rules and regulations. Please fill in the order form for our visa services, give us your name, address, exact shipping address for visa, and payment method.  If you have more than one applicant, just one order form is sufficient, if all visas are for the same address. 

You can always contact the Russian Consulate which is closest to you.  The addresses and telephone numbers of the consulates in Washington DC, New York, San Francisco and Seattle are attached below, so if you have any queries, you can even talk to them directly. 
Step 4:  On Russian soil
At the airport in Russia where you disembark, you have to complete a migration card.  You will get this at the airport.  Visa registration is necessary for all foreigners staying in Russia for more than 3 working days. If you are staying in a hotel, it is their duty to register you. If you are staying in an apartment, the landlord has the responsibility of registering your visa and the same applies to friends, if you are staying with them. 
Russian Consulates in USA :

Russian consulate in Washington DC: 2641 Tunlaw Road, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20007 
Telephone: (202) 939-8907, 939-8913, 939-8918 Fax: (202) 483-7579 
Office hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Open to public: Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Jurisdiction: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, Michigan, Ohio, Oklahoma, North Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, South Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia
Website: www.russianembassy.org 

Russian consulate in New York: 9, East 91 St., New York, NY 10128
Phone: +1 (212) 348-0926
Fax: +1 (212) 831-9162
Website: http://www.ruscon.com/
Opening hours: mon-fri 9.00-1.00pm
Jurisdiction: Vermont, Connecticut, Maine, New Jersey, New Hampshire, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island 

Russian consulate in San Francisco: 2790 Green St., (in Pacific Heights near Presidio Park
between Baker St. and Broderick St. and Vallejo St. and Union St), San Francisco, CA 94123
Phone: +1 (415) 928-6878 (24 hours), 202-9800 (reference & answering machine)
Fax: +1 (415) 929-0306
http://www.consulrussia.org/Protocol/main.htm
Opening hours: 9am - 12 (noon) mon-fri, except Russian and US national holidays.
Jurisdiction: Arizona, Hawaii, California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah

Russian consulate in Seattle: 2323 Westin Building, 2001 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98121-2617
Phone: +1 (206) 728-1910
Fax: +1 (206) 728-187
Fax-Back Service: +1 (800) 634-4296
Opening hours: 9.00-12.30pm
Jurisdiction: Idaho, Iowa, Alaska, Wyoming, Washington, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota
